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* On Jan. 23, a group of armed men wearing face covers abducted Mariano Xocj Tzorin, 38, resident
of Santiago Atitlan, Solola department. The victim was travelling with his nine-year-old son when
the incident occurred. According to the boy, after stopping the bus on which he was traveling, Xocj
Tzorin's captors entered and took him away. The victim, father of eight children, was president of
El Triunfo Hamlet Residents Committee and of a handicraft project for local widows. Xocj Tzorin's
body was found Feb. 7 in a canton in Panajachel, Solola department. He had been strangled and
shot. * On the evening of Jan. 23, men dressed in olive green uniforms abducted Jose Mecia Ramirez,
36, Antonio Mecia Ramirez, 26, Gaspar Yataz Pablo and Diego Sicay Sapuluc in the Santiago Atitlan
area. The four men were tortured and shot. Their bodies were found later on the road between
Santiago Atitlan and San Lucas Toliman, Solola department. * Residents of the Santiago Atitlan
area and the Mutual Support Group (GAM) reported and denounced 60 "extrajudicial" executions
performed by uniformed and plainclothes members of the Guatemalan army in January. Residents
of the Santiago Atitlan area are being forced to abandon the area. According to foreigners traveling
in the area, Santiago Atitlan is now under complete military control. * On Feb. 9 at 6:00 a.m. Ana
Elizabeth Paniagua Morales, 25, was abducted one block from her home, in Colonia Castillo Lara,
Guatemala City. According to family members, she was returning from a shopping trip when
intercepted by three plainclothes policemen pertaining to the National Police Special Investigations
and Drugs Brigade (BIEN). The police used a white van with polarized windows and no license
plates. On Feb. 11, Paniagua's body, bearing signs of torture, was found on the road to Palencia,
Guatemala department. The victim's throat had been cut and there were several stab wounds. Her
mother, Maria Paniagua, said the victim was two months pregnant. Ana Paniagua's family members
have received death thrats from plainclothes government security forces, and are currently seeking
asylum at the Canadian Embassy. Ana was the mother of a five-year-old girl. The victim's former
husband, medical doctor Gustavo Adolfo Meza Soberanis, 26, was abducted on Sept. 7, 1983. His
whereabouts remain unknown. Meza's sister, Mayra Jeaneth Meza Soberanis, a psychology student
at San Carlos University was abducted the following day on Sept. 8, 1983, and released several
days later. On Jan. 25, 1985, she was abducted once again; her corpse, bearing signs of torture, was
found on a street in Guatemala City on the following day. Due to the disappearance of her husband,
the killing of her sister-in-law and having received deaths threats over the last two years, Ana
Paniagua Morales had requested asylum in several embassies but was unsuccessful. On Feb. 13,
the University of San Carlos demanded that the government undertake a thorough investigation
of the murder. University administrators said that Paniagua was not a student at the time, but
participated in several sports activities with students friends. The Guatemalan Mutual Support
Group (GAM), an organization of relatives of the disappeared, also called on the government to
conduct an investigation. GAM spokespersons said the abduction had been reported via telegrams
to President Vinicio Cerezo, the Interior Ministry, and the Human Rights Attorney. The official
response via Deputy Interior Minister Benjamin Rivas follows: the government "found that the
victim was not pregnant," her relatives had not reported the disappearance to the authorities, and
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that the government was in no way responsible for her death. * On Feb. 16, at 8:15 a.m. 27-yearold agronomy student Jose Albino Grijalva Estevez was abducted by eight armed men dressed in
civilian clothes, while he was waiting for a bus in Zone 7, Guatemala City. The men forced him into
a white van, license plates 56022. Grijalva's girlfriend, who was accompanying him, was unharmed
and reported the incident to his relatives. The authorities were informed on the same day. (Basic
data from newsbriefs, Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA, Washington DC; Prensa Latina,
02/16/88)
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